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Guidelines for Preparing Abstracts 
for Poster Presentations:  

 
Please read the following guidelines carefully before preparing your abstract(s). 

1. Abstracts must be submitted electronically to gaebk@mcmaster.ca 

2. The body of the abstract must not exceed 250 words, otherwise it will be 

truncated.  

3. There is no limit to the number of abstracts an author may submit. However, each 

poster must have an author present.  

4. Please ensure that your abstract contains:  
 
Title  
A bolded declarative title should clearly indicate the content of the presentation 
and, if appropriate, the method used.  
 
Authors  
In the order in which they are to appear in the abstract book, provide the last name 
and initials of the given names of each author, as well as their organizational 
affiliations. Underline the presenting author's name.  
 
Corresponding author  
Provide the email address of the corresponding author.  
 
Conflict of interest  
Conflict of interest or lack thereof must be declared on behalf of all authors.  
 
Student/ trainee 
Please indicate whether you are a full-time or part-time student. Top ten student 
abstracts will be selected for oral presentation. 
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Funding  
All sources of funding for the study must be listed. If no source of funding, please 
indicate "none".  
 
Background / Objectives 
Clearly state the problem, study objective(s), research question and/or hypothesis.  
 
Methods  
Please include a brief description of the research design, study population, setting, 
procedures for data collection, and methods of analysis (including statistical 
techniques) used.  
 
Results 
State important study findings.  
 
Conclusions Provide a concise statement indicating the relevance of the findings.  
 
Keywords Please provide up to 3 key words.  
 
Please format your abstract as follows:  

1. The abstract title should be sentence case.  
2. Author names should be listed as surname, then initials of given names 

(e.g. Rieder MJ) without punctuation. Indicate the presenting author.  
3. Text should be single-spaced.  
4. No tables, charts or graphs will be accepted.  
5. Do not leave spaces between paragraphs.  
6. The font size should be 12 pt Times New Roman 

Note: You will receive notification via email that your abstract has been received within 
24 hours. If you do not receive confirmation, please contact Kathy Gaebel at: 
gaebk@mcmaster.ca or kgaebel@cogeco.ca or 905-523-7284 ext 5277 
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